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The information you provide will be kept 
confidential by Stats NZ and is protected by 
the Statistics Act 1975. 

Because this is a census test, the data is 
not used for statistical purposes. But it is 
important to fill out all parts of your census 
test forms because we need to test that our 
processes and systems are working as they 
should, for example, scanning of paper forms.
 
We have safeguards and procedures in place 
to keep any information you give us private, 
secure, and confidential. Stats NZ does not 
share information that can identify you as an 
individual with anyone, and we will only keep 
information gathered in the test for as long as 
it is needed.

Stats NZ is Aotearoa New Zealand’s official 
data agency. We collect information from 
people and organisations through censuses 
and surveys to publish insights and data for 
the benefit of everyone.

Thank you for helping us with our test,  
and making the 2023 Census a success.

What happens to the  
information collected?A census test is run like a real census. If you live 

within the test areas, we will be in touch about 
how to take part. 

You may be provided paper census test forms 
or simply an access code to do the census test 
online. To do the census test online you will be 
provided an access code that is unique to your 
household or dwelling. 

You also have the choice to do the census forms 
in English or te reo Māori online or on paper. 

If you need more or replacement forms, a  
new access code, or would prefer to fill in the 
census test forms on paper or on paper in  
te reo Māori, call 0800 CENSUS (0800 236 787)  
or email info@stats.govt.nz. Calls are free.  
We also have Large Print forms available if you  
need one.

How does a census test work?

The census test needs to be completed by 
“census test day”, which is provided on the 
census forms. You should complete your forms 
as soon as you receive your letter or pack. If you 
haven’t completed and returned your forms by 
“census test day”, a census staff member may 
follow up with you.

When do I need to do the  
census test?

The census is more than just a survey. Doing the 
census supports you and your community. 

Being counted in the census helps government, 
iwi, businesses, and community groups make 
decisions that affect you, your family, and your 
community. These decisions include where 
services like hospitals, kōhanga reo, schools, 
roads, and public transport should be, and 
where further investment is needed.

Before each census, Stats NZ runs census tests 
to see how key elements of census operations 
work. The results from our tests are helping us 
to design and deliver processes and systems  
for the 2023 Census.

Taking part in a census test is voluntary. 
However, the more people that take part, the 
better our test will be. If you live in the test 
areas, we would really appreciate your help.

The census is a nationwide survey 
that counts how many people and 
dwellings there are in Aotearoa  
New Zealand. It provides a snapshot 
of our society at a point in time. 
There is a census every five years  
and the next census is in early 2023.
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